
 

 

CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH 
CITY COUNCIL 

  AUGUST 5, 2021 

 

 

  

 Council Meeting Room Special Called Meeting 6:30 PM 

7224 GA HIGHWAY 21 
PORT WENTWORTH, GA  31407 

City of Port Wentworth Generated: 7/30/2021 1:40 PM Page 1   

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

2. PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL - CLERK OF COUNCIL 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

5. RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

6. ELECTIONS & APPOINTMENTS 

7. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

8. COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 

A. City Hall To Serve As An Early Voting Polling Site 

B. Request for Proposal (RFP) - Metropolitan Savannah Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

C. Request for Proposal (RFP) - Port Wentworth Chamber of Commerce 

D. Request for Proposal (RFP) - Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

10. CONSENT AGENDA 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

12. NEW BUSINESS 

13. RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES/PROCLAMATIONS 

A. ORDINANCE NO. 21-02, Millage Rate, First Reading 
 

➢Public Hearing 
➢Action 

B. ORDINANCE NO. 21-02, Millage Rate, Second Reading 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

16. PUBLIC COMMENTS - REGISTERED SPEAKERS 



 City Council Meeting: 08/05/21 06:30 PM 
 7224 GA Highway 21 Department: City Administrator 
 Port Wentworth, GA  31407 Category: Report 
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Edwin L. Booth 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 2481) DOC ID: 2481  

Updated: 7/30/2021 11:21 AM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

City Hall To Serve As An Early Voting Polling Site 

Issue/Item: City Hall To Serve As An Early Voting Polling Site.  

 

Background: A great way to participate in the voting process and have an active role in 

your community is to have your building serve as polling place for your county, city, state, 

and federal elections. There are buildings that the elections office will designate to serve as 

a polling site, but as a community member, you may also suggest a location or volunteer 

your location. 

 

This is a great outreach opportunity. Every place that serves as a polling site receives a 

voter asking about the location’s services/business. 

 

Facts/Findings: The Director of the Chatham County Voter Registration office, Sabrina 

German and Ms. Carolyn Childers, Customer Service Representative Supervisor completed a 

site visit of the 2nd floor Council Chambers on Thursday, July 29. 2021.  

 

Both were impressed with the facilities and hopes Council will approve Chatham County's 

usage for the upcoming November 2, 2021 General Election and/or any future elections.   

 

The dates for early voting for the upcoming November 2nd election is October 11 thru 

October 29, 2021.  

 

Recommendation: Approval. 
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 City Council Meeting: 08/05/21 06:30 PM 
 7224 GA Highway 21 Department: City Administrator 
 Port Wentworth, GA  31407 Category: Presentation 
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro 
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Request for Proposal (RFP) - Metropolitan Savannah 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

Issue/Item: Request for Proposal (RFP) - Metropolitan Savannah Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce.   

 

Background: The City of Port Wentworth, Georgia is authorized by the State of Georgia to levy and 

collect an excise tax upon hotels and motels in the City.  The City may spend a percentage of the excise 

taxes for the purpose of promoting tourism, trade shows and for promoting, attracting, stimulating, and 

developing conventions and tourism in the City, etc. 

As a result, a Request for Proposal (RFP) for any organization defined under Official Code of Georgia, 

Section 48-13-50.2 as being eligible to receive such designated tax funds and use them for the purposes 

intended by law was posted on June 3, 2021 with a deadline for submissions being set for July 6, 2021 by 

5:00 p.m.  

Those organizations that submitted a proposal will be given the opportunity to elaborate on how their 
organization would use the funds for the benefit of the City and the Citizens of Port Wentworth. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Metropolitan Savannah Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (PDF) 
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Request for Proposal (RFP) - Port Wentworth Chamber of 
Commerce 

Issue/Item: Request for Proposal (RFP) - Port Wentworth Chamber of Commerce 

 

Background: The City of Port Wentworth, Georgia is authorized by the State of Georgia to levy and 

collect an excise tax upon hotels and motels in the City.  The City may spend a percentage of the excise 

taxes for the purpose of promoting tourism, trade shows and for promoting, attracting, stimulating, and 

developing conventions and tourism in the City, etc. 

As a result, a Request for Proposal (RFP) for any organization defined under Official Code of Georgia, 

Section 48-13-50.2 as being eligible to receive such designated tax funds and use them for the purposes 

intended by law was posted on June 3, 2021 with a deadline for submissions being set for July 6, 2021 by 

5:00 p.m.  

Those organizations that submitted a proposal will be given the opportunity to elaborate on how their 

organization would use the funds for the benefit of the City and the Citizens of Port Wentworth. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Port Wentworth Chamber of Commerce (PDF) 
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 Port Wentworth, GA  31407 Category: Presentation 
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Edwin L. Booth 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 2477) DOC ID: 2477  

Updated: 7/30/2021 10:22 AM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

Request for Proposal (RFP) - Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau 

Issue/Item: Request for Proposal (RFP) - Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau 

 

Background: The City of Port Wentworth, Georgia is authorized by the State of Georgia to levy and 

collect an excise tax upon hotels and motels in the City.  The City may spend a percentage of the excise 

taxes for the purpose of promoting tourism, trade shows and for promoting, attracting, stimulating, and 

developing conventions and tourism in the City, etc. 

As a result, a Request for Proposal (RFP) for any organization defined under Official Code of Georgia, 

Section 48-13-50.2 as being eligible to receive such designated tax funds and use them for the purposes 

intended by law was posted on June 3, 2021 with a deadline for submissions being set for July 6, 2021 by 

5:00 p.m.  

Those organizations that submitted a proposal will be given the opportunity to elaborate on how their 

organization would use the funds for the benefit of the City and the Citizens of Port Wentworth. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau (PDF) 
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Executive Summary 
Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. 

Response to City of Port Wentworth Request for Proposals 
 
 
Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. is a new 501(c ) 6 non-profit, organized and incorporated for the 
purpose of promoting the City of Port Wentworth and its tourism, engaging in such activities as are 
consistent with the promotion of the City of Port Wentworth, and supporting those activities and events 
within the City of Port Wentworth with the potential to attract visitors to the city. 
 
The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau , Inc. understands that the funding from the City of Port Wentworth 
consists primarily of a percentage of the excise taxes the city levies on hotels and motels in the city, as 
authorized under GA Code 48-13-51. The Tourism Bureau’s promotional activities will be scaled to reflect 
the budget provided by the city, and to make the best usage of those funds for the promotion of tourism in 
the city. 
 
If awarded the contract with the City of Port Wentworth, the organization will provide the services 
including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

• Creation, maintenance, and regular updating of a modern website, to include integrated use of 
social media and links to local businesses and organizations websites and social media 
presences. 

 
• Creation and updating of leaflets and brochures, and its distribution to the various State and 

Savannah based Welcome Centers. 
 

• Other advertising, both online and in various printed publications, through such companies as 
Visit Savannah (https://www.visitsavannah.com) and Go South Savannah 
(https://gosouthsavannah.com) to raise the profile of the City of Port Wentworth. Advertising will 
also be placed with relevant travel magazines and/or travel websites. 

 
• Support for, and promotion of, local events. 

 
• Support for, and promotion of,  Port Wentworth related organizations, businesses, entities, 

persons, and landmarks such as Mulberry Grove Foundation and Promised Land Farms. 
 

• Seek out corporate sponsors to fund projects related to the discovery and preservation of the 
history and heritage of the city, to include actively supporting the creation and maintenance of a 
Port Wentworth Museum to showcase the city’s history from pre-history to the present.  
 

• Work to build a strong working relationship with the Mayor and Council members of the City of 
Port Wentworth. 
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About Us 
Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. 

Response to City of Port Wentworth Request for Proposals 
 
 
 
Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. is a new 501(c ) 6 non-profit, organized and incorporated for the 
purpose of promoting the City of Port Wentworth and its tourism, engaging in such activities as are 
consistent with the promotion of the City of Port Wentworth, and supporting those activities and events 
within the City of Port Wentworth with the potential to attract visitors to the city. 
  
Board 
 
The Port Wentworth Tourism Board, Inc. is a Port Wentworth based non-profit corporation.  The Board of 
Directors will consist of City of Port Wentworth residents, allowing for the inclusion of non-residents who 
possess strong ties to the city or who are the representative of an organization whose interests are based 
in, or around, the City of Port Wentworth. While the Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau is still actively 
recruiting for our Board of Directors, the following have accepted positions on the Board of Directors of 
the Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc.: 
 
Avril Roy-Smith, President/CEO. A resident of the City of Port Wentworth for more than six years, Avril 
Roy-Smith trained as an advertising copy writer at J. Walter Thompson, Sydney.  Her career in Australia 
centered on the film and television industry. Since moving to the US, she continued to work in film and 
television as a writer and editor. The last ten years have been spent designing, writing, and maintaining 
websites for non-profit corporations. 
 
Derrick Sample: Derrick Sample is a lifelong resident of the City of Port Wentworth. Amongst his many 
achievements, he is currently President of the local Metal Workers Union. 
 
Ken Miller: Ken Miller is the Mulberry Grove Foundation’s  Archaeologist Advisor  He served in the 
United States Air Force from 1967-1971, retiring as a Staff Sergeant after a two year tour in Vietnam.  He 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Anthropology, a Bachelor of Science degree in Judaic Studies, a 
master’s degree in Judaic Studies, and worked on the Tel Gezer Archaeological Excavation from 2007-
2014. 
 
Dr Patricia D Brown: A resident of the City of Port Wentworth for almost a decade, Dr Patricia Brown 
has a background in Nursing, holding an Associate Degree in Applied Science, a bachelor’s degree in 
Nursing, and a Master of Science Degree in Integrative Nursing. She also earned two Doctorates in 
Education. 
 
Captain Bryan H. Roy-Smith (US Army Ret): Captain Roy-Smith is a combat veteran with multiple tours 
in both Iraq and Afghanistan. He served in the Army Chemical Corps, which is the branch of the US Army 
tasked with defending against chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear weapons. Captain Roy-Smith 
was medically retired after injuries sustained in both theatres. Captain Roy-Smith holds a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Communication, with Minors in American History and Leadership. He also earned a Master of 
Science Degree in Environmental Science. 
 
 
Experience  
 
Although the Port Wentworth Tourism, Inc.  is a newly incorporated non-profit organization, the Board of 
Directors have been chosen for the experience that they bring relative to an organization tasked with the 
promotion of the City of Port Wentworth and to its tourist potential. 
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Community Support 
 
As of this time, the Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. has the full support of the Mulberry Grove 
Foundation. The Foundation and the Tourism Bureau have created a secure working relationship, which 
includes a concrete commitment of support. This working relationship will strengthen the depth of 
experience and the resources available to the Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. The Mulberry Grove 
Foundation’s personnel as listed below, and Ken Miller, their Archeological Advisor and a Port Wentworth 
Tourism Bureau, Inc. Board member, would be volunteering their time and expertise, making a valuable 
contribution to the Tourism Bureau’s mission. 
 
Key among the Mulberry Grove Foundation personnel with regards their support for the Port Wentworth 
Tourism Bureau, Inc. are: 
 

• Dr. Simona Perry is a pioneer in community-based practices for understanding environmental and 
social change. She is founder and director of c.a.s.e. Consulting Services, communications 
coordinator, and director of infrastructure & livelihoods for Livelihoods Knowledge Exchange 
Network, and a board member of Mulberry Grove Foundation.  

 
• Marty Barnes, a respected historian with an extensive background as the Managing Editor of 

three travel oriented magazines in her career. She is also on the Board of the Mulberry Grove 
Foundation. 
 

Among the Mulberry Grove Foundation Advisors, who the Tourism Bureau will have as extra support, are 
the following: 
 

• Stan Deaton:  Ph.D., Senior Historian, Georgia Historical Society; Elaine B. Andrews  Historian, 
Georgia Historical Society. 

 
• Hugh Golson:  Historian, former Chatham County School Board Chairman and descendant of a 

family who once owned the Mulberry Grove Plantation. 
 

• Michael Jordan:  Historian, author, and documentary film producer. 
 

• Stratton Leopold:  Hollywood movie producer and owner of Leopold’s Ice Cream Co. 
 

• Martha McCullough:  Granddaughter of Christmas Moultrie, one of the last persons born into 
slavery at Mulberry Grove and a long-time caretaker of the Plantation. 

 
• Mary Morrison:  Philanthropist and owner of Lebanon Plantation. 

 
• Mark Murphy:  Medical doctor and author 

 
 

The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. is in the process of reaching out to other organizations, 
businesses, and individuals, such as the Promised Land Farm, that are located within the City of Port 
Wentworth. 
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Proposed Services 

Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. 
Response to City of Port Wentworth Request for Proposals 

 
 
 
Overview: 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourist Bureau, Inc. is an organization whose mission is to promote the City 
of Port Wentworth and to promote the tourist potential within the city. If awarded the contract with 
the City of Port Wentworth, the organization will provide the services including, but not limited to, 
the following proposed services. 

 
• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc.  will use the internet, advertising in print media,  and 

the production and display of brochures at State and other Welcome Centers to publicize the 
history and the available amenities of the City of Port Wentworth in order to increase the number 
of visitors to the city.  The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will promote the City of Port 
Wentworth’s proximity to both the City of Savannah, and its tourist attraction, and to Interstate 95, 
and conveniences offered to overnight visitors seeking to break their trips. The Port Wentworth 
Tourism Bureau will support and promote local events, including Stand Up for America Day. 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will seek a strong working relationship with the Mayor 
and Council members of the City of Port Wentworth, to include seeking their input and advice on 
projects and activities undertaken by the Tourism Bureau. 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau , Inc. understands that the funding from the City of Port 
Wentworth consists primarily of a percentage of the excise taxes the city levies on hotels and 
motels in the city, as authorized under GA Code 48-13-51. The Tourism Bureau’s promotional 
activities will be scaled to reflect the budget provided by the city, and to make the best usage of 
those funds for the promotion of tourism in the city. To this end, the Tourism Bureau proposes to 
perform the majority of the promotional work in house, outsourcing only those processes, such as 
mass printing of promotional materials, that are normally performed by third-party businesses. 

 
 
Office: 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will be setting up welcoming offices, open to the public, 
for in-person visits or for contact via phone and emails, at a location within the City of Port 
Wentworth. These offices can be at an address as directed or suggested by the City of Port 
Wentworth, and at a reasonable rent as suggested or directed by the City of Port Wentworth. 
These offices will maintain regular posted hours for the convenience of local residents, and of 
tourists seeking information about the City of Port Wentworth and surrounding areas and will 
feature displays of historical and cultural relevance. The office will be a distribution point for the 
any brochures and leaflets produced by the Tourism Bureau. 

 
 
Staff: 
 

• The President/CEO of the Tourism Bureau will perform much of the design work for the web site 
and publications, as well as acting as a liaison with local businesses, organizations, and 
individuals.  
 

• A well-qualified assistant who will be a resident of the City of Port Wentworth, will be hired to 
facilitate reliable and regular hours at the Tourism Bureau offices.  
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Memberships: 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will sell both Citizen and Business level memberships 
in the organization to engage and involve local residents, businesses located within the City of 
Port Wentworth, and other interested parties.  These memberships will provide a secondary form 
of funding.. The income from these Membership fees will be directly applied to the Tourism 
Bureau’s mission of promoting the City of Port Wentworth and encouraging tourists. 

 
• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will hold regular meetings, open to the public. 

 
 
Website: 
 
The primary method, employed by the Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc., to promote the City of Port 
Wentworth will be the creation of promotional materials, consistent with current technology, which will be 
available online.  These promotional materials will include: 
 

• A modern accessible website with effective SEO and links to City attractions and businesses.  
 
• A Social Media presence on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 
• A regular blog promoting historical aspects of the city, as well as local businesses and events, 

available on the Tourism Bureau website. 
 
• Links will be provided to the web sites and social media presences of businesses in the City of 

Port Wentworth. 
 
• A ‘virtual museum’ showcasing the history and heritage of the City of Port Wentworth. Documents 

and photos will be solicited from residents and others to be converted into digital copies for this 
museum. 

 
 
Print and Other Media: 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will create, and have printed, promotional brochures 
and leaflets, to be physically distributed, amongst other locations, at the Tourism Bureau offices, 
at the Georgia Welcome Centers located at the Savannah/Hilton Head Airport, at I-95 South, Mile 
Marker 111, and at the Savannah Welcome Center at 214 Boundary St,  the Savannah Visitors 
Center at 301 Martin Luthor King Jr Blvd, and the Visitor Center at 1 W River Street. These 
brochures and leaflets will also be available online. 

 
• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will create and place print media advertisements 

highlighting the City of Port Wentworth, its history, and amenities. This activity would be an 
ongoing process, with the advertisements and publicity being constantly updated and refreshed. 
The process will require researching and contacting the various print media, with the aim of either 
buying advertising space in the media or obtaining free publicity by means of news articles and 
publicity releases.  

 
• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will also utilize the advertising available, both online 

and in various printed publications, through such companies as Visit Savannah 
(https://www.visitsavannah.com) and Go South Savannah (https://gosouthsavannah.com) to raise 
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the profile of the City of Port Wentworth. Advertising will also be placed with relevant travel 
magazines and/or travel websites. 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will create and distribute signage as might be 
necessary to promote events within the City of Port Wentworth. 
 

 
 
Support for City of Port Wentworth Organizations: 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will support and publicize Port Wentworth related 
organizations, businesses, entities, persons, and landmarks such as Mulberry Grove Foundation 
and Promised Land Farms. 

 
• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will seek out corporate sponsors to fund projects 

related to the discovery and preservation of the history and heritage of the city, which will then be 
showcased to promote tourism. 

 
• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will actively foster and support the creation and 

maintenance of a Port Wentworth Museum. The proposed museum will showcase the history of 
the city from prehistory to the present and will bring attention to not only Mulberry Grove’s 
extensive history, but also to the Battle of Monteith, the Houston Baptist Church, and other 
significant historical events and locations. The offices of the Tourism Bureau will feature a small 
museum as an initial effort to foster the exploration and documentation of the history of the city in 
an accessible form.  

 
• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will support like-minded organizations within the City of 

Port Wentworth or otherwise relevant to the promotion of the city.  
 
 
Support for City of Port Wentworth Events: 
 

• The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will support and publicize Port Wentworth events that 
are of interest to both residents and tourists. These events would include the long-running Stand 
Up for America Day. The Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau, Inc. will provide support for these 
events with publicity online, and in print media, brochures, publicity releases, signage, and other 
means. 
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 City Council Meeting: 08/05/21 06:30 PM 
 7224 GA Highway 21 Department: City Administrator 
 Port Wentworth, GA  31407 Category: Ordinance 
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Edwin L. Booth 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 2479) DOC ID: 2479  

Updated: 7/30/2021 12:51 PM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 21-02, Millage Rate, First Reading 

Issue/Item:  

ORDINANCE NO. 21-02, Millage Rate, First Reading 

 

Facts and Findings:  

This ordinance is for the purpose of establishing a City millage rate for ad valorem tax for 

the year 2021 tax digest. 

 

Recommendation: 

Approval.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• ORDINANCE NO. 21-02 Millage Rate (PDF) 

• Copy of Rollback 2021 Port Wentworth (PDF) 

• PT-38.0 Millage Rate Certification 2021 (PDF) 

• Public Notice - 5 Year History of Levy 2021 (PDF) 
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ORDINANCE NO. 21-02 

 

An ORDINANCE for the purpose of establishing a city millage rate for ad valorem tax for the 

year 2021 tax digest.  

 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of Port Wentworth, Georgia. It is hereby 

ordained by the authority thereof:  

 

The City of Port Wentworth has adopted a millage rate of 4.160. 

 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH ON THE  

___________ DAY OF _______________, 2021. 

 

 

 

1ST READING: _____________ 

2ND READING: _____________ 

 

 

                            ATTEST:  

 

_________________________   _________________________ 

Mayor Gary Norton     Clerk of Council  
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COUNTY TAXING JURISDICTION

REASSESSMENT OF OTHER CHANGES

EXISTING REAL PROP TO TAXABLE DIGEST

422,287,821 11,105,462 20,741,880 454,135,163

104,245,945 -18,005,176 86,240,769

 MOTOR VEHICLES 3,397,540 -873,850 2,523,690

 MOBILE HOMES 199,444 6,080 205,524

 TIMBER -100% 61,062 -36,324 24,738

 HEAVY DUTY EQUIP 12,052 30,478 42,530

 GROSS DIGEST 530,203,864 11,105,462 1,863,088 543,172,414

 EXEMPTIONS 55,596,483 1,551,175 -1,279,371 55,868,287

 NET DIGEST 474,607,381 9,554,287 3,142,459 487,304,127

FLPA Reimbursement Value -                                     0 -                                                    

Adjusted NET DIGEST 474,607,381 9,554,287 3,142,459 487,304,127

(PYD) (RVA) (NAG) (CYD)

4.160 4.160

ABBREVIATION AMOUNT FORMULA

PYD 474,607,381

RVA 9,554,287

NAG 3,142,459

CYD 487,304,127 (PYD+RVA+NAG)

PYM 4.160

Millage Equivalent of Reassessed Value Added ME 0.082 (RVA/CYD) * PYM

RR 4.078 PYM - ME

If the 2021 Proposed Millage Rate for this Taxing Jurisdiction exceeds the Rollback Millage Rate     Rollback Millage Rate 4.078

computed above, this section will automatically calculate the amount of increase in property     2020 Millage Rate 4.160

taxes that is part of the notice required in O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32.1(c) (2)     Percentage Increase 2.01%

DESCRIPTION 2020 DIGEST 2021 DIGEST

COMPUTATION OF MILLAGE RATE ROLLBACK AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES FOR YEAR 2021

Chatham Port Wentworth

INFORMATION FOR THE SHADED PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION MUST BE ENTERED 

This information will be the actual values and millage rates certified to the Department of Revenue for the applicable tax years.

Other Net Changes to Taxable Digest

 REAL

 PERSONAL

                            2021 PROPOSED MILLAGE RATE >>>

THIS SECTION WILL CALCULATE AUTOMATICALLY UPON ENTRY OF INFORMATION ABOVE

DESCRIPTION

2020 Net Digest 

Net Value Added-Reassessment of Existing Real Property

             2020 MILLAGE RATE >>>

2021 Net Digest

2020 Millage Rate

Rollback Millage Rate for 2021

COMPUTATION OF PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES
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     I hereby certify that the amount indicated above is an accurate accounting of the total net assessed value added by the reassessment of existing real

     property for the tax year for which this rollback millage rate is being computed.

___________________________________                                                _______________

            Chairman, Board of Tax Assessors                       Date

     I hereby certify that the values shown above are an accurate representation of the digest values and exemption amounts for the applicable tax years.

___________________________________                                                _______________

          Tax Collector or Tax Commissioner                         Date

     I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct computation of the rollback millage rate in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32.1 for the taxing

     jurisdiction for tax year 2021  and that the final millage rate set by the authority of this taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2021 is ___________

     ____  If the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2021 exceeds the rollback rate, I further certify that the required 

     advertisements, notices, and public hearings have been conducted in accordance with O.C.G.A. Sections 48-5-32 and 48-5-32.1 as evidenced by

     the attached copies of the published five year history and current digest advertisement, the "Notice of Intent to Increase Taxes" showing the times

     and places when and where the required public hearings were held, and a copy of the press release provided to the local media. 

      ____  If the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2021 does not exceed the rollback rate, I further certify that

      the required five year history and current digest advertisement has been published in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32 as evidenced

      by the attached copy of such advertised report.

CHECK THE APPROPRIATE PARAGRAPH BELOW THAT APPLIES TO THIS TAXING JURISDICTION

                              Signature of Responsible Party                                                   Title                                                  Date

CERTIFICATIONS

               ________________________________                 _______________________               _____________
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 PT-38 (Rev 01/18)

 City Millage Rate Certification

ADDRESS CITY, STATE, ZIP

FEI # CITY CLERK PHONE NO. FAX EMAIL

58-6010560 912-964-4379 912-966-7429
OFFICE DAYS / HOURS

M-F, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Exemption Amount

40,000

EXAMPLE: 7 mills (or .007) is shown as 7.000.  PLEASE SHOW MILLAGE FOR EACH TAXDING JURISDICTION EVEN IF THERE IS NO LEVY.

CITY DISTRICTS DISTRICT NO. COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 COLUMN 5

List Special Districts if different List District Gross Millage for **Less Rollback for Net Millage for Maintenance Bond Millage Total Millage

from City District below Numbers Maintenance & Local Option & Operation Purposes (If Applicable) Column 3 + Column 4

such as CID's, BID's, or DA's Operations Sales Tax (Column 1 less Column 2)

City Millage Rate 8.541 4.381 4.160 4.160

Independent School System 0.000 0.000

Special Districts 0.000 0.000

0.000 0.000

0.000 0.000

0.000 0.000

     Name of County(s) in which your city is located:   Chatham

    ______________________     ___________________________________________

                     Date

QualificationsQualifications

CITY AND INDEPENDENT SCHOOL MILLAGE RATE CERTIFICATION FOR TAX YEAR 2021

http://www.dor.ga.gov

Georgia Department of Revenue

Local Government Services Division

4125 Welcome All Road

Senior citizens 65+ yoa with less than

Resident must also own and live in home

CITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL

List below the amount & qualifications for each LOCAL homestead exemption granted by the City and Independent School System.

11,500 annual income or totally disabled

ARE TAXES BILLED AND COLLECTED BY  THE (   ) CITY OR ( X ) COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER?  LIST VENDOR, CONTACT PERSON AND PHONE NO.

Chatham County Tax Commissioner, Sonya L. Jackson (912) 652-7100

Mayor or City Clerk

Complete this form once the levy is determined, and if zero, report this information in Column 1. Mail a copy to the address below or fax to (404)724-7011 and

distribute a copy to your County Tax Commissioner and Clerk of Court. This form also provides the Local Government Service Division with the millage rates for

the distribution of Railroad Equipment Tax and Alternative Ad Valorem Tax.

**Local Option Sales Tax Proceeds must be shown as a mill rate rollback if applicable to Independent School.

City of Port Wentworth 7224 GA Highway 21 Port Wentworth, Georgia 31407

Shanta M. Scarboro sscarboro@cityofportwentworth.com

If City and School assessment is other than 40%, enter percentage millage is based on _______________%.  List below the millage rate in terms of mills.                         

I hereby certify that the rates listed above are the official rates for the Districts indicated for Tax Year 2018

Atlanta, Georgia 30349

Phone:  (404) 724-7003    Fax:  (404) 724-7011

CITY NAME

Exemption Amount
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2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Real & Personal 405,653,631             437,586,659             435,691,155             488,698,006             526,533,766             540,375,932             

Motor Vehicles 7,415,550                 5,308,800                 3,751,150                 3,075,650                 3,397,540                 2,523,690                 

Mobile Homes 756,116                     759,396                     473,676                     225,360                     199,444                     205,524                     

Timber - 100% -                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  61,062                       24,738                       

Heavy Duty Equipment -                                  -                                  -                                  6,108                         12,052                       42,530                       

Gross Digest 413,825,297             443,654,855             439,915,981             492,005,124             530,203,864             543,172,414             

Less M& O Exemptions 32,089,432               42,423,056               44,040,936               48,487,444               55,596,483               55,868,287               

Net M & O Digest 381,735,865             401,231,799             395,875,045             443,517,680             474,607,381             487,304,127             

State Forest Land Assistance 

Grant Value

Adjusted Net M&O Digest 381,735,865             401,231,799             395,875,045             443,517,680             474,607,381             487,304,127             

Gross M&O Millage 8.890                         8.885                         9.291                         8.910                         8.450                         8.541                         

Less Rollback (LOST) 4.319                         4.314                         4.720                         4.750                         4.290                         4.381                         

Net M&O Millage 4.571                         4.571                         4.571                         4.160                         4.160                         4.160                         

Total City Taxes Levied 1,744,915                 1,834,031                 1,809,545                 1,845,034                 1,974,367                 2,027,185                 

Net Taxes $ Increase 89,116                       (24,486)                     35,489                       129,333                     52,818                       

Net Taxes % Increase 5.11% -1.34% 1.96% 7.01% 2.68%

The City of Port Wentworth does hereby announce that the 2021 millage rate will be set at a Special Called meeting to be held at 

City Hall on August 5, 2021 at 6:30pm and pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32 does hereby publish the 

following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five 

years.

CURRENT 2021 TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

PUBLIC NOTICE

PROSYSTEMS ENGAGEMENT/2021 MILLAGE RATE/CURRENT TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY 7/22/2021 11:08 AM
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 City Council Meeting: 08/05/21 06:30 PM 
 7224 GA Highway 21 Department: City Administrator 
 Port Wentworth, GA  31407 Category: Ordinance 
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Edwin L. Booth 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 2480) DOC ID: 2480  

Updated: 7/30/2021 11:24 AM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 21-02, Millage Rate, Second Reading 

Issue/Item:  

ORDINANCE NO. 21-02, Millage Rate, Second Reading 

 

Facts and Findings:  

This ordinance is for the purpose of establishing a City millage rate for ad valorem tax for 

the year 2021 tax digest. 

 

Recommendation: 

Approval.  
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